
STEADY CLIMB FROM VERA CRUZ TO MEXICO CITY

The railroads leading from Vera Cruz Jo Mexico city have a steady climb all the way, and particularly is this increased in following the route of the narrow gauge line, which at Jalapa reaches an of 8,924 feet. Mexico city is 7 875feeyabove the sea level. The mountainous country lying between Vera Cruz and the capital is full of narrow passages and deep defiles which would be difficult to force in the face of u small but obstinate defending body. The southern or broadgauge route is the shorter one to the city of Mexico. Tampico the capital can be reached by rail only by going inland to San Luis Potosi and thence south and eastward, altogether a very roundabout trip. The numerous bridges betweenthe seacoast and the capital, any one of which could be easily destroyed or badly damaged, add potential difficulty to the advance of an invading army.

A Bowery Mission Where Russian Revolutionists Are Converted to Scientific Christianity
Rev. Julius F. Hecker, an Ordained Methodist Minister,

Uses no Theological Terms in Convincing Class of
Two Hundred Anarchists, Atheists and Nihilists

intellectually
gressive preacher In AmericaI

1 Is

most pro

to be found In the Howery,"
I was told. Incredulous, I

went down to see. I saw. And now
I believe It.

The low celtlnged, yellow walled room
was packed with Russian
atheists, socialists, nihilists that is,
they were of these beliefs until they
were converted to scientific Christianity.
Only a year or so ugo they stood on their
feet and shouted, "God is our grentest
enemy! We hate him I Keep the king-do- m

of God to yourself and give us the
earth!" Now they sat quietly In their
seats with their overcoats on and leaned
forward listening eagerly to an amazing
sermon.

"The sreat problem of the last cen-
tury," said the young preacher in
Itussian, as he thoughtfully turned over
the leaves of a textbook on sociology on
tho pulpit before lilm, "was the origin
of species, tho organic ascent of beast
and man. The problem of our ago Is
the origin, the development and tho
destiny of man, psychological and social,

"This means tSiat the crude material-
ism which during the last century 'was
gradually capturing the people Is
doomed. The leaders of the coming
generation will preach the necessity of
regeneration and perfection of tho
motivating forces of life with scientific
certainty.

"The whole sweep of cosmic, organic,
psychic and social evolution shows that
the rule of bruto force had to yield to
the superior forces of Intelligence nnd
sympathy Social evolution proves that
mutual aid nnd sympathetic, conscious
cooperation make man Utter for sur-
vival than cutthroat competition, war
and Industrial exploitation."

On the other 'side of the door was
the large ball of a slum rescue mission
wlhere unhappy liumnn wastrels were
being won to the paths of rectitude by
the old machinery of the emotional
gospel song, tho heart breaking tcs'i-mon- y

nnd the penitents' Jiench. llut
here In the I'ttle side room were 200
Husslan hum trains listening eagerly
to a serological exposition of Chris-
tianity. Not a word of thu usual
dogmatic Insistence on penitence, tho
terrors of uturo damnation or tho
beatific allurements of a future life!
Not n single Uhcologlcal term! And,
greatest wonder of all, the pulpit from
which these doctrines emanated is under
tho Methodist conference and the pastor
ts nn ordained Methodist minister.

After the sermon, or more properly,
leoture, tho listeners gave their testi-
mony, but It vs.ih very different from
that being given In tho neighboring hall.
Hero was no petty thievery to confess.
no banal admissions of slavery to drink,
no jaueu to go to church" penitential

cries. These seekers after religious and
scientific truth were, over so per cent,
of them, revolutionists, , olltlcal exiles
or conspirators of one sort or another
from that gloomy fatherland of misad-
venture and sorrow.

A quiet mannered, black haired young
man rose to tell of the life which he had
put behind him.

"I was a leader In the mutiny in the
Illack Sea In 1905." he explained, all
bending forward to hear. "I jvas caught
by the Inquisltprs nnd sentenced to bo
shot. Luckily I managed to slip behind
a telegraph polo on the way to the
prison and so escaped and catno to this
country. Life Is hard here, but a great
deal more quiet and satisfying than
mutinying on 'the warships of the Czar."
This same young man I was told after-
ward Is himself now preaching to his
countrymen and is soon to be ordained.

"The life I escaped from was no hap-
pier than mutinying," began another, as
hu rose and faced tho roomful of serious
countenances. "I was accused of tak-
ing part In tho famous mall train rot)-ber- y

which occurred on tho Polish bor-
der a few years ago.

"I was chauffeur of the automobile
In which ono of the robbers escaped
wKh part of tho 2,000.000 rubles. I was
thrown Into Jail and made my escnpo
with tho greatest dllllculty. Now It Is
difficult to persuade myself that I was
ever Involved In such desperate adven
tures. I certainly am glad to live the
uneventful life of an American In New
York, ami do not hesitate to say that I
got my first Ideas of right und wrong
here In this room."

And so tho tales of dangers, chains.
prison life, risks, unorchlstic plots, flee-
ing from secret police nnd thrilling es-
capes ran on.

Hy the time the meeting was over,
my mind had framed innumerable (pies-tion- s

ns to the Inception of this Inter
esting work and tho personality tit the
man who wus conducting It. I have
seen and pitied religious and political
fanaticism In Russia, but never had I
expected to find Its remedy In my own
country. Tno pastor of this remark
nblo parish, the Key, Julius F. Hecker,
gave me the complete storv over several
glasses of Russian tea (tho glass nnd
trie lemon make a world of d. (Terence) !

Mr. Hecker Is of German-Frenc- h e,

was born in St. Petersburg, be
gan schoil there, became n revolution
ist, got ills name on the wrong sldo of
tho police books, nnd came to America
when ho was 21. Ho took his A. U.
degreo at Raldwln Wallace College,
Bereu, Ohio; his R. D. degreo at Drew
Theological Seminary, and lias lust
passed his doctorate examinations In
sociology at Columbia University. He
it only 32 years of age, has the deep,
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altitude

From

anarchists,

set eyes of a thinker, preaches In Rus-
sian, German and English; understands
French, Latin, Greek nnd Hcbrjjw; Is
thoroughly Americanized In dress, and,
as he talks, from time to time brushes
his "thick, wavy black hair back from
his brow.

"How did this work begin?" I asked.
"Well, you see," ho replied, "I came to

America to train myself ti go back to
Russia and help my comrades, but the
time Is not yet. So I looked about me
here.

"I soon learned that after the last
Russian revolution in 1905 tho number
of Russian Slav immigrants to this
country began rapidly to Increase. Some
CO, 000 were admitted lust year alone.
Of tho non-Jewi- type, In which I was
interested, there are y some 70,000
In New York alone. Add to this the
fact that most of them settled In the
lower Kast Side, a locality from which

120 Protestant churches have retreated
In tho last twenty years, though 200,-00- 0

people havo been ndded to Its pop-
ulation In that period, und you can see
what an opportunity faced mo.

"I didn't havo to return to Russia to
begin tho great Work of reform. Russia
Is corning to America, nnd tho great
Intellectual revolution which some day
Is to shake Muscovy from ocean to
ocean has nlready begun In this coun-
try. Russian history la being made
rlglit here In lower New York,"

"nut Isn't It truo that tho Russian
Immigrant Is recruited from tho lowest
stratum of tho lllltcrato proletariat
cluss?"

"Hy no means. The Slav Russians
among whom I work are mainly of
three, kinds: peasants, half Illiterate and

very superstitious, but more or less
loyal to their church and Government;
worklngmen, fully class conscious, often
revolutionists, escaped prisoners, atheists'
nnd anarchists; und finally, tho self-style- d

Intellectuals, who aro In reality
half baked university students, quasi-educat-

actors, Government officials,
teachers and so forth.

"Tho educational stnndard of these
men, however, Is higher than of any
other Immigrant group. Of the ISO
present at a recent meeting, not one was'
Illiterate, twelve had had a secondary
school education, ono was a graduate
of a high school and one had a univer-
sity education. Since immigrant illiter-
acy is almost 25 per cent, wo may
proudly claim to havo tho Intellectual
cream of tho Russian colony."

"And men like these, you say, havo
taken kindly to Methodism?"

"Well, scarcely. When I faced my

Rev. Julius F. Hecker.

audienco for tho first time, with the
Rlble In my hands, I was met with cries:
'Put it in tho museum! Wo won't be
bluffed by any religion! Never mind
heaven! Wo want better pay!' With
such a flock as that to shepherd you may
readily seo that no ordinary or tradi-
tional brand of Methodism would do.
So I evolved a brand of my own.

"Russian revolutionary radicals, you
see, seldom agree except In ono thing,
namely, that religion and tho church
are tho greatest curses under which
humanity ever suffered. When once at
a largo public gathering a speaker said
that of all his many enemies God was
his most hated and bitter foo his
blasphemy was met by stormy applause.

"This almost Incredible enmity to re-
ligion Is tho product of a spiritually de-
cayed stuto Church and a despotic
reglmo which exploits Ignorance nnd
superstition. Their bitter denunciations

The audience of anarchists.

and blasphemies, strungo as It may
seem, are after all but tho cry of the
soul hungry after religious truth. This
fact fascinated me.

"Here wcro parishioners who believed
In nothing nnd In no one, who were ab-

solutely unmoral and possessed minds
pitifully bewildered with undigested
teachings and ready made concepts of
socialism, Marxism, unarchlsm,

nnd I. W, W.-Isi- n. Old feel-
ings, pious traditions, irrational but In-

eradicable projudlces, you know, prevent
people from ncceptlng new religious
truth und hinder them from growing
either Intellectually or spiritually. Rut
here was a virgin field here were men

Interprets Christian Truth as Given in the Bible by Logic
and History and Sociology Many Stories of

Thrilling Escapes From Russia Told
who systematically and despairingly de-

nied everything.
"I knew that their demands for proofs

for evidence, for rational premises would
bo Insatiable. Very well, I determined
to provo nnd demonstrato beyond all
cavil or possibility of denial,

"I was wondering how I should mako
a beginning when Tolstoy died In Octo
ber, 1910. That gave mo my oppor-
tunity. I secured a largo hall nnd with
several other speakers attempted to ad-
dress tho thousand or more men who
gathered.

"When my turn camo and It was seen
from my Rlblo and my Introductory
words that I was a preacher I 'was
hooted and Jeered at and did little more
thnn announco that I would lecture on
topics of particular Interest to' them on
tho following Saturday evening In tho
Uttlo chapel of the Church of All Na
tlons, 9 Second avenue.

"They came. They were, I sometimes
think, tho most critical audience a
preacher ever faced. I discussed crit
ically and fairly all tho peculiarly mod
ern doctrines of social salvation social
am, anarchism, syndicalism and progres
slvo Americanism. From a soclolog
leal point of. view wo studied the rise,
development and decay of civilizations,
Inclusive, of their religions, family life
nnd morals. In short, wo surveyed
society as It has been and as It is, show
ing tho causes of Us good and its evil

"I allowed ample opportunity for
questions and objections. I let nothing
go by wlilch they did not understand
I never talked at them, but always with
them. So wo fought It out, point by
point, hour by hour, often long past
midnight.

"Despairing nt times becauso I could
not lay down a single premise or make
a beginning anywhere with which they
would agree, I would simply take their
own doctrines, reduce them to absurdity
and then begin all over again. 1 some-
times think that I learned and digested
more ethics-- , biology and sociology in
those, definition making, dialectical
bouts than I ever did In college.

"To theso lectures T added' evening
classes In. F.ngllsh, American history
and civics. A reading room was opened
and different gatherings of a social na-tu- ro

wcro held throughout tho winter.
Thus In time tho opposition jjavo way
to a moro friendly sentiment, and I
was nblo to begin my preaching servlco
on Sunday nfternoons. My first text
was 'You shall know tho truth and tho
truth shall mako you free,'

"The attendance nt theso latter ser-
vices began to increase rapidly, until we
have now twenty-flv- o full members In
tho church, over sixty paying members
In thu brotherhood und a night school

fj tit" iS

of over one hundred pupils. All our
meetings meet somo definite, urgent
need. 1 am not In favor of fitting out
settlements with game rooms and
amusement devices'. Such things en-
courage intellectual drowsiness. I

want to wako them up. Tho weekly
attendance Is from 600 to 600."

In what way, then, docs your in-

terpretation of Chrlstlnnltv differ frnm
tho doctrines preached in tho churches

y i
"Tho only typo of Chrlstlnnlty tha

will convert, or, let us say, convlie
anarchists ts what we may call a
clologlzed one. It Is Christianity kuI.
Jected to tho severest logical and ex
perlmental tests that science offers.
had no uso for my theology. I inter
prcted Christian truth as given in the
Ulbie by logic nnd history and sociology

"Tako tho Idea of God. One d.iv
whllo I was talking In my Uttlo chap
a man In tho audienco called out, 'Yt
but how do you know there Is a God"
I replied. 'I don't know there Is a God.
nobody knows whether there Is a (i
or not.' That puzzled them and tl.
cried out, 'What! ho preaches Chn-tlanlt- y

and has no God!' Scandal'
"I gavo them plenty of tlmo to pond, r

tho matter, and then I said, 'I do i

know that thcr.. is a God, but I beli,
that there Is one.' They then obje.
to faith. Whereupon I showed Hi. tn
tho scientific necessity of faith, gi
It the scientist's designation of a
lng hypothesis. And this was tho tv
of doctrine with which I made u,
Methodist brotherhood out of God l

ers and bomb throwing politicians."
"How do you differentiate, then

tween Christianity and sociology?
not glvo over Chrlstlunity entirely i

preach sociology?"
"That suggestion has como to mo t

and again from numbers of detnu-- i

among tho socialists nnd nn.in h

whom ns yet I havo not been nbl.
reach. Men havo stood up in my lie
Ings and accused mo of rllnginu '

religion simply because I got my bi
and butter by preaching It. Delegni
of socialists and others hao wsite.l
and urged ine m glvo up my rebu
promising me tho full support of tie
organizations If I would talk under t

banners of rebellion.
"No, I shall never do so. Soei

Is not a substltuto for religion, bu
rather nn explanation and Justlllca'
of It. The day of psychic and
evolution Is at hand. Leaders of
people aro needed, and these lea
must bo something besides sclentl-the- y

must bo men who see vis!
they must believe heart and soul In '

prtnclplo of somo form of rcgeneru"
they must bo prophets In every suns
me wora."

J


